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peace to the victorious Heke. This Maori chief, elated by his
success, was now the hero of his race, and he was not inclined
to forfeit his honour. His answer to the Governor was such
as to still further raise him in the estimation of the tribes.

' You are a stranger/ he wrote, * and we are strangers. We
do not understand your thoughts, and you do not understand
our thoughts, God has made this country for us; it cannot
be sliced If it were a whale it might be sliced. But as for
this, do you return to your own country, to England, which
was made by God for you. God has made this land for us,
and not for any stranger or foreign nation to lay hand on this
sacred country.' Then he quoted the refrain of a Maori war-
song. * Oh ! let us fight, fight, fight, aha 1 Let us fight, aha I
for the land which lies open before us P

When Captain Grey arrived in New Zealand to take up his
governorship, the situation was really alarming. Rauparaha,
the old warrior of the Cook Strait territory, was breathing
fire and slaughter against the hated Pakeha of the Company's
settlements, and colonists were crowding from all parts into
Auckland, where panic had taken possession of the city. Mean-
while Hone Heke's ally, Kawiti, was strongly entrenched at
Ruapekapeka Pah, and Heke himself was in another ' pan,'
about twenty miles away. Grey grappled with the situation
promptly, and sent a friendly tribe to get between the two
hostile chiefs and prevent their joining forces. The Govern-
ment was more generous to him than to his predecessor in
regard to military expenditure, and he was therefore enabled
to bring over heavy guns and larger reinforcements from
Australia.

Colonel Despard, in spite of his previous defeat, was re-
tained in command, and under Grey's instructions he proceeded
to attack the Ruapekapeka Pah, where he redeemed his
reputation by its capture. It must be admitted, however,
that this success was due rather to the carelessness, or what
some may consider the religious sincerity, of the enemy than
to the sagacity and dash of the besieging force.